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Since its creation in November 2000, the Center for Emerging Threats and Opportunities (CETO) has collaborated with a number of cultural anthropologists, regional and functional area experts, active and retired senior military officers and diplomats, futurists, and others with first-hand experience in countries and regions throughout the world.
  

In one important effort, CETO has worked with these talented individuals to conduct cultural intelligence seminars and training for various Marine Corps organizations and units.

CETO’s effort with the most far-reaching impact has been its regional area studies program.  The focus of this program has been to highlight potential threats and opportunities that our nation faces around the globe, and then to publish well-researched and written studies based on first-hand observations, expertise, and insights.  In addition, CETO has conducted briefings on the results of these studies and incorporated their findings in other reports and wargame scenarios.

To date, Mr. Ralph Peters, a former U.S. Army officer, best selling author, and futurist, has produced six studies for CETO and the Marine Corps in support of this effort.  These studies are “think pieces” intended to stimulate out of the box thinking and debate.  

Much of this effort has focused on Islam, how its influence is reaching beyond its nexus in the Middle East and the archipelago of Indonesia and the peninsula of Malaysia, to Africa and throughout the rest of the world.  It also has addressed the threat Islamic extremists and terrorists pose to the U.S. and the West. 

A brief synopsis on each study is listed below.  Complete copies of the studies are at enclosures 1-6 and can be accessed via the CETO web site.

In A Home in the World? remarks on India and the future, May 1, 2001, Mr. Peters wrote that India will neither become a superpower in our lifetimes, nor will it become the limitless market for consumer goods as hoped by multinational corporations.  Instead, he suggests that India will continue to be plagued by corruption and deficient infrastructure.

When Devils Walk the Earth The Mentality and Roots of Terrorism, and How to Respond, December 2001, discusses the mentalities of the two basic types of terrorists, the practical and the apocalyptic, in order to differentiate between the traditional, politically oriented terrorists with specific goals and the far more dangerous religious terrorists irreconcilably hostile to the United States and the West.  This study also examines the environmental conditions that breed terrorism, focusing on the troubled Islamic world, and proposes a set of “do’s and don’ts in the struggle against terrorism.

The study Also Known as Indonesia Notes on the Javanese Empire, March 2002, examines Indonesia’s social, political, and economic climates.  Most importantly, it discusses Indonesia’s key role as a battleground state for the future of Islam.  This study provides a tremendous amount of insight into Indonesia’s unique blend of Islam with animist and Christian beliefs in contrast to the strict Wahabi interpretation, and its relationship with the U.S. and the West.

These studies were extremely well received, throughout the Marine Corps and the Department of Defense, as well as in the Department of State and other governmental agencies.  As the global war on terrorism expanded beyond Afghanistan, CETO refocused this overall study effort into areas which strategists, planners, and analysts traditionally have paid the least amount of attention, Africa and Latin America, because they appear to pose no serious immediate threat to our nation’s security.  CETO believes that in the not too distant future, these two regions will have a major impact on our nation’s security and economic well being.  This resulted in the production of three critically important studies.

In Hidden Unities Alternative Strategic Divisions, June 14, 2002, Mr. Peters argues that in ignoring these areas, the U.S. is missing a great opportunity for partnership.  In this study, he proposes that Africa and Latin America hold tremendous unrecognized potential, and suggests that the U.S. might be wise to make today’s victims of poverty and powerlessness tomorrow’s allies.

The in-depth study, The Lion and the Snake A Strategic view of South Africa and Zimbabwe, June 2003, takes a strategic look at these two often overlooked countries.  It discusses the challenges and problems both countries face and recommends how the United States should interface with and assist them.  The study looks to their futures and how they will impact the development of freedom and market economies within their own borders and in neighboring countries.

Up From the Ashes A Report on Mozambique, 2004, July 2004, wraps-up a four-part research effort on the strategic flanks of the troubled Middle East.  This study examines the strategic location of Mozambique and its impact on the world’s geopolitical affairs.  Additionally, it examines Mozambique’s relationship with South Africa.

In the future, CETO will endeavor to continue its focus into East Africa, with detailed research into the littoral nations of Tanzania and Kenya.  It will pay particular attention to radical and fundamental Islam and potential terrorist implications.

� CETO is a think tank dedicated to developing new ideas for the U.S. Marine Corps.  CETO operates as a division of the Expeditionary Force Development Center, Marine Corps Combat Development Command.  For more information contact CETO at 3087 Roan Street, Building 3087-C, Quantico, VA 22134, phone 703 784-0450/52, fax 703 784-0436, or www.ceto.quantico.usmc.mil


� http://www.ceto.quantico.usmc.mil/papers.asp
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